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“Over a manifold activity of the sina ie carried on in various localities according 
to the needs of the times, is placed the National Catholic Welfare Conference, an 
organization which ure a ready and well-adapted instrument for your episcopal 
ministry.”"—Pope Pius 

The National Catholic Welfare Conferen<2 was organized in September, 1919. 

The N. C. W. C. is a common agency acting under the authority of the bishops to 
promote the welfare of the Catholics of the country. 

It has for its incorporated purposes “unifying, coordinating and organizing the 
Catholic people of the United States in works of education, social welfare, immigrant 
aid and other activities.” 

_. The Conference is conducted by an administrative board composed of ten arch- 
bishops and bishops aided by seven assistant bishops. 

Each department of the N. C. W. C. is administered by an episcopal chairman. 

Through the general secretary, chief executive officer of the Conference, the re- 
ports of the departments and information on the general work of the headquarters 
staff are sent regularly to the members of the administrative board. 

The administrative bishops of the Conference report annually upon their work 
to the Holy See. 

Annually at the general meeting of the bishops, detailed reports are submitted b; 
the administrative bishops of the Conference and authorization secured for the wor' 

No official action is taken by any N. C. W. C. department without authorization 
of the coming year. 
of its episcopal chairman. 

No official action is taken in the name of the whole Conference without authoriza- 
tion and approval of the administrative board. 

It is not the policy of the N. C. W. C. to create new organizations. 

It helps, unifies, and leaves to their own fields those that already exist. 

It aims to defend and advance the welfare both of the Catholic Church and of 
our beloved Country. 

It seeks to inform the life of America of right fundamental principles of religion 
and morality. 

It is a central clearing house of information regarding activities of Catholic 
men and women. 

N. C. W. C. is comprised of the following departments and bureaus: 
ExecuTIVE—Bureaus maintained: Immigration, National Center Confraternity of 

Christian Doctrine, Information, Publications, Business and Auditing, and CATH- 

oLic ACTION, monthly publication, N. C. W. 

Youtu—Facilitates exchange of information_regarding the philosophy, organization, 

LAY ORGANIZATIONS—Includes the National Council of Catholic Men and the National 
Catholic Youth Council, the federating agency for all existing, approved Catholic 
youth groups, contacts and evaluates national governmental and non-govern- 
mental youth organizations and youth servicing organizations. 

EpvucaTioN—Divisions: Statistics and Information, Teacher Placement, Research 
Catholic Education, Library Service, and Inter-American Collaboration. 

Press——Serves the Catholic press in the United States and abroad with regular news, 
features, editorial and pictorial services. 

Socrat AcTtlon—Covers the fields of Industrial Relations, International Affairs, Civic 
Education, Social Welfare, Family Life, and Rural Life. 

LrecaL—Serves as a clearing house of information on federal, state and local legislation. 

LAY ORGANIZATIONS—Includes the National Council of Catholic Men and the National 
Council of Catholic Women, which maintain at N. C. W. C. headquarters perma- 
nent representations in the interests of the Catholic laity. These councils function 
through some 8,000 affiliated societies—national, state, diocesan, district, local and 
parish; also through units of the councils in many of the dioceses. 

The N. C. C. M. maintains at its national headquarters a Catholic Evidence 

Bureau, sponsors three weekly nationwide radio programs—the Catholic Hour 

over the National Broadcasting C ompany ’s Network, and the Hour of Faith over 

the American Broadcasting Company’s Network, and the Catholic program in 
the “Faith in Our Time” series on the Mutual Broadcasting System—and con- 
ducts a Cathet Radio Bureau. : ’ 

The N. C W. through its National Committee System maintains an adult 

edue: BS FP transmitting to its affiliates information and suggestions in all 

fields covered by the N. C. W. C., and conducting Institutes and Regional Con- 
ferences for leadership training; it cooperates with War Relief Services- 

N.C. W. C. in a eontinuing clothing project for children; from 1921 to 1947 it 

sponsored the National Catholie School of Social Service. 

Catnoric Action Stupy—Devoted to research and reports as to pronouncements, 
methods, programs and achievements in the work of Catholic Action at home and 
abroad. 

All the it are helped may play their part in promoting the good work and in main- 
taining the common agency, the National Catholic Welfare Conference. 

CATHOLIC ACTION records monthly the work of the Conference and its affili- 
ated organizations It presents our common needs and opportunities. Its special 
articles are helpful to every Catholie organization and individual. 
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Vol. XX XI, No. 3 


N the eve of his golden sacerdotal jubilee, 

His Holiness Pope Pius XII will observe, 
on March 2, 1949, the tenth anniversary 
of his election, and, on March 
12, 1949, the decennial of his 
coronation. The fateful years 
of his pontificate have wit- 
nessed greater tragedies in Europe than perhaps 
any like period in the history of Christendom. 
The end is not yet in sight. 

Amid this tornado of military, social, political, 
economic and religious upheaval and change, this 
Shepherd of the truest Roman tradition, has re- 
mained steadfast and a tower of strength to his 
brethren. The grace of God has made the Church 
more glorious and attractive now than in decades 
past. Despite the blind and tortured misconcep- 
tion of her role in the world embraced by her 
enemies, the Pope has taught clearly and dis- 
passionately, the ever beautiful “Good News” of 
Christ to wayward humanity. From every Cath- 
olic hearth and altar in America fervent prayers 
ascend the throne of God begging Him to protect, 
bless and preserve our Common Father in Christ. 


“Dominus 
conservet eum... 


HE “trial” of His Eminence Josef Cardinal 
Mindszenty, Primate of Hungry, and his sen- 
tence to life imprisonment by a communist 
people’s court in Budapest has— 
more than any event in recent his- 
torv—stirred the conscience of the 
world, 

All Christians, Catholics and non- 
Catholics alike, have clearly recognized—despite 
strenuous efforts of communist propaganda to 
becloud the issue—the true nature of the “trial.” 
They share the Holy Father’s grief and anguish as 
he perceives “the inequity of the unrighteous 
reach a degree of impiety that is incredible and 
without parallel.” (Apostolic Exhortation, issued 
February 12, calling for special Masses on Passion 
Sunday, April 3, “‘to expiate the crime of the ene- 
mies of God.” See pp. 17 to 20 for this text and 
text of address to Secret Consistory, February 14.) 


“Red is for 
Martyrdom" 
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Millions of Catholics throughout the United 
States offered their prayers for the persecuted 
Cardinal on “Cardinal Mindszenty Day” (Feb- 
ruary 6), which had been designated by the 
Bishops in accordance with a suggestion offered to 
them by Archbishop John T. McNicholas of Cin- 
cinnati as chairman of the Administrative Board, 
National Catholic Welfare Conference. 

Archbishop McNicholas’ letter to the Hierarchy 
(also published in full in this issue) said that the 
“protests of our Bishops and of our parochial and 
diocesan groups . . . have written an inspiring 
page in the history of the Church in the cause of 
religious freedom.” He expressed gratitude for 
the protests that had come from other religious 
groups, fraternal organizations and government 
officials against the “criminal arrest” of the Pri- 
mate, and added: 

“In this tragic hour for the Hungarian people 
and for the champion of religious freedom and 
human rights throughout the world, we can confi- 
dently continue to pray ... that the adversity 
and error of the communistic Government of 
Hungary may be destroyed and that the Cardinal 
may be delivered from the power of his enemies.” 

At the same time, Archbishop McNicholas sent 
2 protest to the U. S. State Department and ad- 
dressed messages on behalf of the American Hier- 
archy to the Supreme Pontiff, President Truman 
and Andrew Sik, Hungarian Minister to the 
United States. In its acknowledgment, the State 
Department promised to “continue to give close 
attention to developments.” 

Virtually every Cardinal, Archbishop and 
Bishop of the United States issued pastorals or 
statements expressing indignation at the outrage 
committed in Hungary, warning of the immense 
dangers it portended for the world, and exhorting 
the faithful to pray for the Hungarian people, 
their imprisoned Primate and for all victims of 
the communist war on religion. 


Similar statements were issued by the presidents 
of the National Councils of Catholic Men and of 
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Catholic Women, and by leaders of most nation- 
wide and local Catholic organizations. 

The Catholic Association for International 
Peace, in a statement issued by its subcommittee 
on juridical procedure, charged that the imprison- 
ment of the Primate violates both the Hungarian 
peace treaty (to which the United States is a 
party), and the United Nations Charter, and de- 
clared that “the Government of the United States 
has the moral and legal obligation to protest 
strongly . . . this crime against humanity and 
God.” 

Many Protestant and secular groups honored 
themselves by strongly expressing their abhorrence 
of the base attack on freedom of religion in Hun- 
gary. 

News from Bulgaria of the arrest of 15 Prot- 
estant church leaders by the communist regime 
of that country caused Archbishop McNicholas to 
issue a statement expressing profound sympathy, 
saying that the Moscow-controlled communist 
governments “want to terrorize the leaders of re- 
ligion so that they either become slaves of the com- 
munistic government or do not dare express them- 
selves in the cause of religious freedom.” 

“Americans of all faiths will not accept the re- 
ported self-confessions of guilt imputed to the 
Protestant ministers in Bulgaria, any more than 
they accepted the self-acknowledged guilt of Car- 
dinal Mindszenty and of those convicted with him 
in a ‘trial’ that will ever be one of the blackest 
pages in the history of Hungary.” (Full text on 
p. 20.) 


N THE face of hardships, inhuman happenings 
and disturbance of the times, many—Catholics 
included—have become confused and lost sight 

of underlying facts. A recent in- 

terview of Mr. Anthony B. Atar, 
with the Cardinal Archbishop of 

Paris, His Eminence Emmanuel 

Cardinal Suhard, throws a searching light on this 

condition. The Cardinal sees the world in a period 

of transition in the grip of growing pains; and, as 
far as Christianity is concerned, he feels “we are 
on the eve of a new springtime” for the Church. 

Cardinal Suhard believes the essential need for 
all Catholics today is to understand the times in 
which we live and the role of the Church in this 
modern age. 

“One has to realize,” His Eminence emphasized, 
“that it is not only the consequences of a world 
catastrophe that we are witnessing today. Our 
age above all is a transition period, in which a new 
epoch is being born. Hence the troubles and 
worries of our times. They are not accidental; 
they are characteristics of a crisis of growing. 

“The result is that even among Catholics there 
is a confusion in thinking. The real issue, how- 
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“The Church Is 
Never Static" 


ever, is whether our age will see the rise or the 
decline of the Church. I personally believe that 
we are on the eve of a new springtime of Chris- 
tianity. 

“We can observe two extreme groups of Cath- 
olics today: the traditionalists and the modernists. 
The former would like to cut themselves off from 
contemporary life, considering it a mere period of 
evil and sin. They prefer to remain attached to 
the traditional forms and break with the present, 
since, according to them, our times are wrong and 
not the Church. This is a form of religious fear 
to live.” 

The modernists, on the other hand, find the 
Church too conservative, failing to evolve with 
the times and too much attached to the past, Car- 
dinal Suhard went on. The modernists, he said, 
feel that the Church, instead of herself assuming 
leadership in modern society, has permitted 
strangers to take the initiative. They want the 
Church to adapt herself better to new currents 
and conditions. 

“Both these points of view are exaggerated and 
erroneous,” His Eminence declared. ‘In order to 
understand fully the role of the Church in modern 
times one has first to realize her dual quality: the 
transcendental and physical aspect of the Church.” 

“In her transcendental sense the Catholic 
Church is the Mystical Body of Christ and, conse- 
quently, undergoing no changes and immovable. 
She is the Rock and a norm, which escapes all 
fluctuations.” 

“But the other characteristic of the Church is 
that she is on this earth, and in that sense also a 
body, which changes, evolves and grows. In the 
physical sense the Church goes through periods of 
various Vicissitudes—times of victory or persecu- 
tion, all these experiences enriching her. The 
Church is never static. She is constantly on the 
way, in via, to the celestial Jerusalem. 

“To grow is to eliminate, is to die partly. Dur- 
ing her history the Church has often parted with 
temporary forms, thrown away things that were 
really garments only. The structure has been 
changing with the times, but never the substance. 

“Consequently, those who would like to change 
temporary values of today into permanent forms 
for the Church are wrong. Not everything new is 
good, not everything old is bad. Tomorrow will 
soon become a today, and today a yesterday. Thus 
its evolution must go on within the same doctrinal 
framework. 

“Equally, those who want to treat the forms of 
yesterday as the ideal for today are wrong. Tradi- 
tion that becomes a routine is dead. If people are 
in doubt these days, the best method they can 
choose is to listen attentively to the words of the 
Holy See. Never in her history did the Church 
teach as much as in the last 50 years.” 
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In the Name of 


The Charity of Christ 


ERE is a story that begins back in the dark 
autumn days of 1943, when America’s 
armed forces, their North African cam- 

paign only a few weeks behind them, had begun 
the road to victory. It is a story yet unfinished, 
for there remains much to be done. 

Shrouded in darkness at an unnamed pier some- 
where along New York’s blacked-out waterfront, 
the Queen Mary moved silently away from her 
dock one night in November to begin a hazardous 
voyage across the sub-infested Atlantic. 

Across her gangplank earlier that night some 
12,000 American troops had marched fresh out of 
training camps in a dozen states. On board with 
them, and equally anxious to go into action, were 
two representatives of War Relief Services-Na- 
tional Catholic Welfare Conference, an agency 
founded by the Bishops of the United States, in 
April of that year. 

These two messengers of mercy were bound for 
East Africa, the Middle East and India. 

Two days later, another of the agency’s repre- 
sentatives left Philadelphia by Army transport on 
a similar mission to North Africa, Portugal, Spain, 
Malta, Italy and England. These three were the 
vanguard of a world-wide effort in the name of the 
charity of Christ to help heal the horrible wounds 
of war and thus help safeguard the peace. 

Since that day many other representatives have 
followed, bringing aid and solace to the peoples of 
62 countries. In this endeavor they have been as- 
sisted in the distribution of relief materials by the 
various local Catholic charities overseas and more 
than 22,000 volunteers who are giving generously 
of their time and labor to this humane cause. 

Even as the Queen Mary cautiously wended her 
way across the ocean on her dangerous mission, a 
shipment of relief supplies and religious articles 
furnished by War Relief Services-N.C.W.C. for 
American prisoners of war in the hands of the 
Japanese was nearing the Russian port of Vladi- 
vostok, aboard the now famous Gripsholm, for 
transshipment to the International Red Cross del- 
egate in Tokyo. For this was to be prompt, effec- 
tive relief to those in need. 

True to that watchword, since the fall of 1943, 
a shipment of War Relief Services-N.C.W.C. 
relief materials to either Europe, Africa, India or 
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the Far East has left the United States on an aver- 
age of once every ten days. To date, more than 
274,000,000 pounds of purchased and contributed 
relief supplies representing a total value of ap- 
proximately $132,000,000 have been provided by 
War Relief Services-N.C.W.C. for foreign relief 
purposes. 

It is evident therefore that the Catholic Church 
in America, as always, is doing its share through its 
official war relief agency. Charity is, and must 
always remain universal. Writes one overseas cor- 
respondent, ‘““To a Catholic population historically 
and traditionally accustomed to turn to the 
Church in the hour of need, and to whom the 
splendid charitable work of American priests dur- 
ing the Japanese occupation in the Philippines was 
an inspiration, the War Relief Services projects 
came as the Church’s concrete and practical 
answer to a very vital need of the war-stricken 
countries suffering from malnutrition, disease and 
dearth of medicine, clothing and facilities for 
infant care.” 

Behind this unfinished story of War Relief Serv- 
ices-N.C.W.C. is a wealth of effort and personal 
sacrifice not only on the part of those who have 
devoted themselves to the job of carrying out the 
agency’s program on foreign soil but of the Bish- 
ops, clergy and laity who have helped here at home. 

The annual Bishops’ Fund for the Victims of 
War Campaign will be conducted this year during 
the week of March 20 and terminate with a collec- 
tion in 15,000 parishes on Laetare Sunday, 
March 27. 

This appeal of the Bishops to the Catholics of 
the nation emphasizes that the work of War 
Relief Services-N.C.W.C. will be carried on in the 
stricken areas of Europe and the Far East as val- 
iantly as during the past five years. 

Observers who have just returned from overseas 
have, without exception, revealed the continued 
desperate plight of these poor, unfortunate people. 
They particularly recall the sight of emaciated, 
shivering, barefoot children, innocent sufferers of 
the war, as the most heart-rending they have ever 
witnessed. 

As in past years parochial school children 
throughout the country will participate in the 

(Turn to page 16) 
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Consideration of 
Displaced Persons Legislation 


FTER a three-year struggle to enact legisla- 
tion providing for the admission of dis- 
placed persons into the United States, the 

80th Congress passed S. 2242. The President signed 
the measure on June 25, 1948. That Act is now 
known as the “Displaced Persons Act of 1948.” 
As approved the law provides for the admission 
into the United States of 205,000 displaced persons 
over a two-year period. The law imposes rigid lim- 
itations on the types of persons to be admitted. 
Among other limitations is one defining a displaced 
person as someone who had entered a camp prior 
to December 22, 1945. This limitation effectively 
denied admission to many Poles, Jews and Czechs 
who entered the camps in 1946 and 1947. Many, 
if not all, of the latter group fled their homelands 
because of actual or imminent persecution. The 
present law also requires that 30 per cent of the 
admission visas be reserved exclusively for farmers; 
in addition, all visas given to displaced persons are 
charged against future immigration quotas of their 
native lands. 

President Truman has frequently referred to 
the legislation as ‘tanti-Catholic and anti-Semetic.” 
Spokesmen for both the Democratic and Republi- 
can Parties have criticized the law in its present 
form and have promised correction of inequitable 
provisions. It was evident at the opening of the 
81st Congress that this subject was due for serious 
consideration. 

Several bills have been introduced in the present 
Congress looking toward amendment of the “Dis- 
placed Persons Act of 1948.” Some are directed 
at specific provisions of the law, while others pro- 
pose re-writing it. In the latter category are two 
measures which promise to receive the greatest 
attention. One in the Senate (S. 311) has been 
introduced by Senators McGrath and Neely. An 
identical measure has been introduced in the House 
by Representative Celler of New York (H. R. 
1344). Mr. Celler is Chairman of the House 
Judiciary Committee. This Committee will con- 
sider all legislation on this subject and will be re- 
sponsible for reporting a measure for debate in the 
House. 

The chief features of these two important meas- 
ures include increasing the number of displaced 
persons to be admitted to 400,000 and extending 
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the time for admission over four years, rather than 
the two years provided at present. The high pri- 
ority given agricultural labor would be removed 
and visas issued under the authority of the law 
would not be charged against future immigration 
quotas. Under the new proposals (S. 311 and H.R. 
1344), an eligible displaced person is defined as one 
who entered a camp before April 21, 1947. This 
compares with December 22, 1945, in the law as 
it now stands. These two measures are in line with 
the recommendations made in the report of the 
Displaced Persons Commission headed by Ugo 
Carusi. 

There is no doubt that the new proposals would 
make it possible for a greater number of displaced 
persons to enter the United States and would 
facilitate their admission. 

However, the Commission, in its report, fails to 
propose a liberalization of the present law which 
would measure up to the standard set by the Presi- 
dent in his frequent references to it. 

The National Catholic Resettlement Council, 
speaking from a knowledge gained in intimate 
association with all phases of the problems involved 
has made certain recommendations for improve- 
ment of the present law. The broad understand- 
ing of the displaced person’s situation has been 
obtained by the staff of NCRC through its oper- 
.tions in camps abroad and resettlement work at 
home. The Council urged, among other things, 
that the eligibility date be extended to the effective 
date of the new enactment, or in any event, that 
it not be earlier than December 31, 1948. This date 
is of vital importance. Under the McGrath- 
Neely and Celler proposals, there would be admit- 
ted to the United States an additional number of 
displaced persons estimated at 91,000. Of this 
number, approximately 71,000 would be Polish 
Under the NCRC recommendation, at 
least the same number of Polish Jews would be 
eligible for admission; in addition, approximately 
§6,000 Polish Christians would be eligible. If the 
nresent law is to be amended so as to eliminate its 
liscriminatory features, then the date recom- 
mended by NCRC certainly merits the serious 
consideration of the Congress. 

NCRC has further recommended, in order to 
make the operation of the law as equitable as pos- 
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sible, that visas issued thereunder be made available 
to each group and element of displaced persons in 
the proportion that each group and element bears 
to the over-all total of displaced persons. It is the 
avowed purpose of the proponents of the amenda- 
tory legislation that there shall be no discrimina- 
tion in favor of or against any element or group. 
Since this is so, it is difficult to understand why the 
Commission in its report omitted provision for this 
eminently fair recommendation of NCRC. 
NCRC is also concerned with the provision in 
the McGrath-Neely and Celler measures which 
would remove Section 12 from the “Displaced 
Persons Act of 1948.” This section allocates 50 
per cent of the German and Austrian quotas for 
persons of German ethnic origin. It is proposed 


in §. 311 and H. R. 1344 that these persons be pro- 
vided for under the regular immigration laws. 
NCRC has pointed out that there is some hope of 


relieving the distress of these in this group if they 
are considered within the orbit of the Displaced 
Persons Act. It will be most difficult, if not 
impossible, for all practical purposes, to obtain 
entry into the United States for any substantial 
number of this group if they are handled through 
the regular immigration procedures. 

It is generally conceded that the “Displaced 
Persons Act of 1948” gives little cause for pride. 
The hospitality extended to homeless persons by 
the 80th Congress is, to say the least, very limited. 
If the present law is to be amended to make good 
the promises by leaders in both major parties; if 
the “anti” features of the present law are to be 
removed; and if the admission to the United States 
is to be made available to the greatest possible num- 
ber of displaced persons on a genuinely equitable 
and honorable basis, then the recommendations of 
the National Catholic Resettlement Council pro- 
vide the best basis for legislative consideration. 
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CALENDAR OF SCHEDULED CATHOLIC MEETINGS AND EVENTS 


March, 1949 
7—SOLEMN CONSECRATION IN CHICAGO, ILL., OF: 
THe Most Rev. WituiAM A. O’Connor as Bishop of Springfield-in-Ilinois. 
THe Most Rev. Martin D. McNamara as first Bishop of Diocese of Joliet. 
THe Most Rev. Witwiam FE. Cousins as Titular Bishop of Forma and Auxiliary of Chicago. 
7-9—-NATIONAL CATHOLIC FamiLty Lire CONFERENCE—annual meeting, San Francisco, Calif. 
17--ENTHRONEMENT OF THE Most Rev. WiLtiAM A. O’ConNor in Springfield, Ill. 
24—ENTHRONEMENT OF THE Most Rev. Martin D. McNamara in Joliet, Ill. 
April, 1949 
19-22—-NaTIONAL CATHOLIC EpucATIONAL AssocIATION—46th annual convention, Philadelphia, Pa. 
19-22—WorksHop For DiocesAN Moperators UNDER SPONSORSHIP OF THE Most Rev. Ropert E, Lucey, EPis- 
COPAL CHAIRMAN OF THE DEPARTMENT OF Lay OrGANIZATIONS, N.C.W.C.—Washington, D. C. 
CATHOLIC MEN—annua! m 
—-NATIONAL CONFFRENCE ON CATHOLIC YouTH Worx—second conference, Washington, D. C. 
28-30—SERRA INTERNATIONAL—Seventh convention, San Francisco, Calif. 
May, 1949 
I—N.F.C.C.S. Wisconsin ReGionaL CouNcit—Hboly Hour, Marquette University Stadium, Milwaukee, Wis. 
I—N.F.C.C.S. Los ANGELES REGiIonaL Counctt—Mary’s Hour, The Coliseum, Los Angeles, Calif. 
2-4—CONFRATERNITY OF CHRISTIAN Doctrine—regional congress, Asbury Park, N. J. 
12—CaTHOLIC COMMITTEE OF THE SOUTH—annual convention, Lexington, Ky. 
War Deap—Eleventh annual, Arlington National Cemetery, 
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, Arlington, Va. 


seting, Washington, D. C. 


June, 1949 
,—CaTHOLic Press Assoctlation—39th annual convention, Denver, Colo. 
|S—INSTITUTES ON INDUSTRY AND SociaL AcTION—Washington, D. C. 
August, 1949 
9-10—CaTHOLIc TotaL ABSTINENCE UNION or AMERICA—77th annual convention, Philadelphia, Pa. 
September, 1949 
CHRISTIAN Doctrine—regional congress, Madison, Wis. 
October, 1949 
1-4—CONFRATERNITY OF CHRISTIAN Doctring—regional congress, Spokane, Wash. 
2-4—CONFRATERNITY OF CHRISTIAN DoctriInr—regional congress, Syracuse, N. Y. 
§-10—CONFRATERNITY OF CHRISTIAN DoctrineE—regional congress, Providence, R. I. 
2 or CHRISTIAN DoctrIneE—regional congress, Houston, Tex. 
24—NaTioNAL CouNciL oF CATHOLIC WoMEN—Southwest regional conference, San Antonio, Tex. 
November, 1949 
:+-9—CaTHOLic Rurat Lire CONFERENCE—annual convention, Columbus, Ohio (Revised date). 
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Hemispheric Catholic Action 
Meets at Havana 


URING the second week of the past month, 
more than one hundred delegates of nine- 
teen countries of the western hemisphere 

gathered in the hospitable city of La Habana, 
Cuba, for the Second Inter-American Week of 
Catholic Action. The first week of this sort had 
been held in Santiago, Chile, in July of 1945, at 
which time an Inter-American Secretariat of 
Catholic Action was organized and its office placed 
in Santiago for a period of three years. At this 
meeting in La Habana, Chilean Catholic Action 
Was again persuaded to accept the secretariat for 
the next three years. 

The meeting was characterized by an outstand- 
ing spirit of friendship among the delegates and 
an eagerness to work together for solution of the 
so pressing problems of the Americas. A most 
encouraging fact was the presence of a large num- 
ber of young people and women. Their knowledge 
of conditions and their desire to find methods of 
correcting them were altogether edifying. 

There were four principal fields of discussion 
covering vocations to the religious life, the spread- 
ing of the apostolate of Catholic Action among the 
intellectual and professional groups, the problems 
of students and young workers, and the diffusion 
of Christian social principles. 

The question of vocations is an urgent one for 
Latin America which has an alarming shortage of 
clergy. Attributing this condition to religious 
ignorance, to lack of Catholic schools, to the di- 
vorce of religion from life, and to economic condi- 
tions, the assembly adopted resolutions calling for 
the development of parochial schools and the 
spread of catechetical teaching. They asked that 
Catholic Action devote itself to a program of 
spiritual direction, spiritual exercises and a series 
of campaigns towards obtaining more vocations. 

In addressing itself to the problems of winning 
professional and intellectual groups to the aposto- 
late of Catholic Action, the congress urged the 
establishment of university centers or movements 
among specialized groups of Catholic students and 
the establishment of an information service on 
scholarships available in other countries. Catholic 
Action in the Americas was called upon to encour- 
age the organization of centers and movements 
among intellectuals and their affiliation with the 
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Catholic Intellectual Movement of Pax Romana 
and similar bodies. Inteflectuals and professionals 
were asked by resolution to form an apostolate and 
to use their influence to keep their professions on 
a Christian basis. 

In the field of youth problems, there was lengthy 
and serious discussion of both students and young 
workers. Careful attention was paid to the situa- 
tion of the Catholic student in the non-Catholic 
university and resolutions were passed towards the 
end that Catholic Action should participate in the 
formation of their Catholic life. Praise was offered 
to the Young Christian Worker organization as 
one of the best methods of preserving the Christian 
character and life of that section of youth. 
Throughout all this discussion there was a moving 
concern for the parish life in general and serious 
preoccupation with the problem of strengthening 
parish organization in addition to these attempts 
to organize and inspire youth through other means. 
This is a grave problem in Hispanic America and 
the delegates recognized that the methods of the 
apostolate mentioned above must be directed to 
that core of all Catholic life—the parish. 

In its discussion of Social Action, the Catholic 
Action meeting recognized that this is a basic ac- 
tivity for the Church and for Catholic Action. 
The meeting called for the establishment of Eco- 
nomic-Social Secretariats in the Catholic Action 
organizations throughout the hemisphere to teach 
the principles of the social encyclicals. Further, 
the Second Inter-American Catholic Action Week 
recommended that the social organisms in each 
country afhliate themselves with the Inter-Ameri- 
can Catholic Social Action Confederation which 
was organized at Rio de Janeiro in August of 1948. 

The resolutions are in no way binding. They 
are submitted to the hierarchy of each country and 
are adopted or not as the hierarchy wishes. But 
they are resolutions which represent the results of 
a substantial amount of serious study and careful 
discussion and consequently merit serious consid- 
eration. 

Our own delegation from the United States rep- 
resented a cross-section of Catholic Action in this 
country including, as it did, representatives of the 
National Councils of Catholic Men and Women 

(Turn to page 16) 
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Separation of Church 
And State—its Real Meaning! 


GEORGE E. REED 


CQCOEPARATION of Church and State!”— 
S again and again we hear this term used, but 
what does it mean? Is it religious liberty, 
or merely a means of assuring religious liberty? A 
correct answer depends upon a studied analysis of 
the historical and philosophical content of the 
term. But most of the people who bandy the term 
about will give assurance that they have made such 
an analysis and then proceed to use it in such a way 
that it frequently becomes an instrument for the 
suppression of religious liberty. 

One of the chief reasons for this confusion 
results from the tendency to treat “separation of 
Church and State” as being synonomous with 
religious liberty rather than a means of securing it. 
Once this error is made the term “separation of 
Church and State” becomes an instrument for the 
deprivation of religious liberty. For example, on 
January 23, 1918, the Decree on Separation of 
Church from the State and School from the 
Church was promulgated in Moscow by Lenin. 
Mr. G. Karpov, commenting on this decree in the 
January 14, 1949 issue of the “U.S.S.R. Informa- 
tion Bulletin” states: 

“Under that Decree church property, such as real 
estate and enterprises which were operated for profit were 
nationalized. Church buildings and objects especially 
intended for religious service, however, were turned over 
to the religious congregations or associations, for perma- 
nent use free of charge. The registration of births, mar- 
riages and deaths ceased to be a church function. ... 
The separation of the Church from the State was accepted 
by church members as a positive development because it 
relieved the Church of secular state functions which are 
out of keeping with its character.” 

In short, the Church was relieved of its property 
and deprived of the opportunity of exerting its 
moral influence in the social sphere. Under the 
Soviet concept of Church and State, the Church 
was deprived of its institutional status and its ac- 
tivities confined solely to the realm of conscience. 
Such deprivation of religious liberty is the inexor- 
able result of making religious liberty dependent 
upon separation of Church and State. Actually, 
true separation of Church and State is but a reflec- 
tion of religious liberty. It was this very considera- 
tion which caused Dr. Edward §. Corwin, an 


March, 1949 


Article VII 


eminent constitutional authority, to observe, in 
commenting on the McCollum case, that: 

“The talk about ‘an establishment of religion’ was en- 

tirely beside the point unless the ‘released time’ program 

of the Champaign schools involved an establishment of 


religion of such a nature as to deprive the plaintiff in the 
case of freedom of religion.” 


This then is the important, the basic considera- 
tion; has there been a deprivation of religious 
liberty? It was this guarantee of religious free- 
dom in the First Amendment to the Federal Con- 
stitution which recently caused the California 
Supreme Court to uphold the right of a negro and 
a white person to enter into marriage (Perez v. 
Lippold). An argument by the County Attorney 
predicated upon an exaggerated though current 
concept of separation of Church and State reached 
the very opposite result. It ran as follows: 

“Conformity to this basic principle of separation of 

Church and State requires that in determining the con- 

stitutional scope of the State’s power to regulate the civil 

right to marry, no consideration may be given to the re- 
ligious aspect of marriage. This being the case, it follows 
that the civil right to marry is not and cannot be pro- 


tected by the constitutional guarantees of freedom of 
religion.” 


This should not be too shocking. It is obviously 
the logical development of the doctrine of com- 


plete separation of Church and State. We have 
seen how Russia has developed this doctrine to the 
exclusion of religious liberty. Unless emphasis is 
placed upon the religious liberty guarantee of the 
First Amendment, there is little doubt but that we 
too will have a progressive deterioration of re- 
ligious freedom. 

Already it isevident. School lunches and health 
and welfare services for children attending paro- 
chial schools are currently being condemned on the 
basis that they constitute a violation of the doc- 
trine of separation of Church and State. Even 
G.I. educational benefits are denounced as a tend- 
ency towards a union of Church and State. And, 
finally, the Supreme Court of the United States, 
in the case of McCollum v. Board of Education, 
has decreed, in the name of separation of Church 
and State, that the State may not aid religion di- 
rectly or indirectly. The attitude of the Court 
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was best summed up by Mr. Justice Frankfurter 

in the following words: 
“We renew our conviction that ‘we have staked the very 
existence of our country on the faith that complete sep- 
aration between the State and religion is best for the State 
and best for religion’ Everson v. Board of Education. If 
nowhere else, in the relation between Church and State 
‘good fences make good neighbors’.” 


In short, in relying upon complete separation 
of Church and State, we have staked our existence 
upon a deceptive formula rather than religious 
liberty as illumined by history. In the words of 
the late Mr. Justice Holmes, “To rest upon a for- 
mula is a slumber that, prolonged, means death,” 
(Collected Legal Papers 306.) Unless the current 
doctrinaire formula of separation of Church and 
State is abandoned as a basis for judicial and !e's- 
lative action, we may ultimately witness the de**) 
of religious liberty and with it separation of 
Church and State in the true meaning of the term, 
for it is conditioned upon religious liberty. Prop- 
erly understood separation of Church and State 
involves the restriction of each society to its own 
distinct sphere of activity with cooperation in 
areas of mutual interest such as education and 
marriage. Each, for instance, has authority over 
particular aspects of education and marriage. The 
harmonious exercise of this authority is necessary 
to the very maintenance of religious liberty. But, 
if the State compels children to go to school to 
satisfy its interest in their educational welfare and 
then forbids the mention of religious principles, it 
is actually infringing upon the religious liberty of 
the parents and the children. The fact that chil- 
dren are allowed to attend parochial schools does 
not alter the injustice so long as attendance em- 
braces an economic hardship which the State can, 
but refuses, to rectify. Obviously, the basic con- 
cept of religious liberty demands cooperation be- 
tween Church and State. Each must assist one 
another in promoting the common good of the 
people. 

This fact was clearly recognized at the time that 
the First Amendment was adopted. So Mr. Jus- 
tice Story, commenting on the First Amendment, 
observed that: 

“Probably at the time of the adoption of the Constitu- 
tion, and of the amendment to it now under considera- 
tion, the general, if not the universal sentiment in Amer- 
ica was, that christianity ought to receive the encourage- 
ment from the State so far as it was not incompatible 
with the private rights of conscience and the freedom of 
religious worship. AN ATTEMPT TO LEVEL ALL 
RELIGIONS, AND MAKE IT A MATTER OF STATE 
POLICY TO HOLD ALL IN UTTER INDIFFER- 
ENCE, WOULD HAVE CREATED UNIVERSAL DIS- 
APPROBATION IF NOT UNIVERSAL INDIGNA- 
TION.” (Emphasis ours.) 


A similar observation was made in an article in 
the September, 1789 issue of the “American 
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1948-1949 Forum Series 


HE N.C.W.C. Forum Committee, representative 

of the departments of the National Catholic 
Welfare Conference, offers its 1948-49 series of eight 
articles, month by month, under the general title 
"Religion in Life." These have been prepared for 
general use and should be especially helpful to organi. 
zation and educational leaders. 
Use the articles: 

For your own information 

As texts for discussion clubs, forums, round tables, 

radio talks 

As aids for organization and school programs 

For informal discussion at home and abroad 
Use the questions at the end as guides for reading 

and discussion. 








Museum” which was devoted to a discussion of the 
proposed amendments to the Constitution. It was 
stated that: 


“Schools ought to be formed with the gradual settle- 
ment of this country, and provided with sensible teachers; 
who SHALL INSTRUCT THEIR PUPILS IN THOSE 
CAPITAL PRINCIPLES OF RELIGION, WHICH 
ARE GENERALLY RECEIVED, SUCH AS THE 
... ATTRIBUTES OF GOD, HIS REWARDS AND 
JUDGMENTS, A FUTURE STATE, etc.” (Emphasis 


ours. ) 


These are but a few of the statements which 
could be adduced to demonstrate the proposition 
that, at the time of the framing and adoption of 


the First Amendment, the people had a keen ap- 
preciation of the necessity for cooperation of 


Church and State. They fully realized that co- 
operation and mutual assistance was the best bul- 
wark against a union of Church and State, for 
otherwise competition between the two entities 
would naturally arise. This competition would 
ultimately reduce either Church or State to a con- 
dition of subjection. This had been the invariab'. 
history of Church-State relations. England was a 
perfect example. When the Crown refused to 
recognize the authority of the Church with re- 
spect to marriage, competition immediately en- 
sued with the result that the Church became a de- 
partment or agency of the State. 

Te was fully realized that there is no via media 
between cooperation and competition. Neutrality 
or studied indifference on the part of either 
Church or State with respect to a problem which 
is of common interest will not promote religious 
liberty. Fortunately, neither the States nor the 
Federal Government adopted an attitude of in- 
difference to religion. Chaplains were assigned to 
the armed forces and the Congress and were paid 
from public funds; the properties of religious in- 
stitutions were granted tax exemption; lands were 
granted to missions; religious schools were retained 
for the instruction of Indian tribes; the use of 
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public buildings was extended to religious organi- 
zations; and provision was made for acquainting 
school children with the basic concepts of religion. 
Many more examples could be set forth, but these 
are sufficient to indicate that for 160 years Church 
and State have been following a policy of coopera- 
tion with no ill effects either to Church or State. 
Each is independent in its own sphere, each is in a 
healthy condition. But now all of the above ex- 
amples of cooperation are under attack. It is said 
that the State may not aid religion for this is con- 
trary to the doctrine of separation of Church and 
State. It is claimed that this is the traditional 
American doctrine confirmed by history. The 
paradox of this position is that its proponents are 
forced to denounce the whole history of the 
Church-State relationship in this country. Mind- 
ful of this fact, they rationalize their position by 
arguing that much of the history of the relation- 
ship between Church and State is a deviation from 
or an outmoded expression of the true concept. 
This concept of separation of Church and State is 
basically an evolutionary one. So, Mr. Leo Pfeffer, 
writing for the June, 1948 issue of the Lawyers 
Guild Review stated that: 
“The precise intent of the framers and adopters of the 
First Amendment, while interesting, is not decisive. . . . 
The generation which adopted the Amendment expressed 
as a basic principle of American democracy the broad 
concept of separation of Church and State. The evolu- 
tion of that concept, did not end in 1791. It is a con- 
tinuing evolution, and each generation must interpret the 
meaning of separation for itself in the light of its concep- 
tion of American democracy and the enlightened political 
thinking of the day. . . . The struggle is a continuing 
one and the evolution erratic. . . . We are even today, 
still far removed from a complete separation of religion 
and government, although the trend to the present time 
has clearly been in the forward direction.” 


Separation of Church and State is, according 
to this rather widely held view, a creature of the 
political thinking of the day. This hardly accords 
with the classic concept of constitutional prin- 
ciples. Nor does it give us a definitive norm for 
solving the many complex Church-State problems. 
If this were but the view of a few theorists there 
would be no cause for worry, however, the chang- 
ing concept of the theory of separation of Church 
and State has received judicial approval. So Mr. 
Justice Frankfurter observed, in the McCollum 
case, that: 

“The meaning of a spacious conception like that of 
separation of Church from State is unfolded as appeal is 
made to the principle from case to case.” 


The very generality of these statements is the 
best reason which can be adduced for emphasizing 
the contention that we should think more in the 
terms of religious liberty rather than separation 
of Church and State if we desire to give any real 
meaning to the latter. 
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The “enlightened political thinking of the day” 
might evolve some very peculiar concepts of sep- 
aration of Church and State as in the case of Rus- 
sia. Or we may take the example of Hungary. 
When the communist government secured con- 
trol of the nation, it immediately proceded to con- 
fiscate the parochial school system. Similarly, Bul- 
garia, under a law passed to promote separation 
of Church and State, banned religion from the 
schools. Can it be said that these countries are 
promoting religious liberty? On the contrary, 
they have eliminated all forms of cooperation be- 
tween Church and State and with it the religious 
liberty of the people. These developments empha- 
size the necessity for being on the lookout for such 
enlightened political thinking posing under the 
guise of separation of Church and State. 

The restraining influence of the basic concept of 
religious liberty is obviously a much better guaran- 
tee upon which to rely. It is not in a state of evo- 
lution as it is a part of the natural law and its 
philosophical, historical and juridical content have 
been fully developed. 
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QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 

Is the theory of separation of Church and State a fluid 
concept? 

Does it dictate a complete secularization of the State? 

Discuss the relationship of religious liberty to separation 
of Church and State. 

Does the term imply separation of religion from the State? 





NEW PAMPHLET ON CHURCH AND STATE 


“The McCollum Case and Your Child” is the title 
of a new pamphlet by George E. Reed of the N.C.W.C. 
Legal Department, who has written extensively on 
this subject. It is priced at 15c¢ per copy ($12.00 
per 100 copies) plus postage. 
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INTER-AMERICAN FRIENDSHIP AND COOPERATION 


IRMA PIEPHO 


UNDAY morning, February 6, devotions were 
S held in all the Churches of the United States 
for Cardinal Mindszenty, Prince Primate of 
the Hungarian Gatholic Church. That evening, 
at Havana, Cuba, one of the first official acts of 
the Second Inter-American Catholic Action Week 
was to send cables of condolence to Pope Pius XII 
and to Cardinal Mindszenty, and cables of protest 
to UN and the Hungarian Government on the 
arrest and trial of the Cardinal. Despite differ- 
ences and difficulties of language, hearts and minds 
were certainly united in and on Catholic Action, 
as evidenced by this very first act of the confer- 
ence. 

The N.C.C.W. delegation of three was led by 
Mrs. Alfred S$. Lucas, Birmingham, Ala., national 
president, who arrived on Saturday, February 5, 
and was present for receptions given by the Presi- 
dent of Cuba, the Papal Nuncio, Archbishop Taff, 
and Cardinal de Arteaga, and at the laying of the 
wreath at the statue erected in honor of Jose Marti, 
founder of the Cuban Republic. Mrs. Henry 
Mannix, Brooklyn, N. Y., chairman, Committee 
on Inter-American relations, and vice president 
for the Western Hemisphere of the International 
Union of Catholic Women’s Leagues, and the 
writer, Washington, D. C., administrative assist- 
ant and-secretary, Committee on Inter-American 
Relations, were the additional members. 

Members of women’s Catholic Action were 
present from Colombia, Cuba, Dominican Re- 
public, Guatemala, Salvador, United States and 
Venezuela. 

The opening session was a brilliant affair, pre- 
sided over and addressed by Cardinal de Arteaga, 
episcopal director of the National Board of Cath- 
clic Action of Cuba, and Bishop Salinas, general 
adviser of Chilean Catholic Action and of the 
Second Inter-American Catholic Action Week. 
The response was given by Dr. Torres, president 
of Mexican Catholic Youth and also international! 
president of Pax Romana, who reminded the lay 
delegates that they had come together to studv 
how they could apply the spirit of Our Lord to 
the world. He ended with a strong plea for that 
truly Christian charity which can overcome all 
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obstacles and bring man to His heavenly peace. 

The subjects discussed and the conclusions 
reached are reported in another article in this issue 
of CaTHotic AcTION. Saturday morning there 
was a session devoted to an explanation of the First 
and Second Inter-American Catholic Action 
Weeks, the Papal approbation that had been given 
these weeks, and a resolution was passed asking for 
a more frequent and continued form of inter- 
change of ideas. 

Each day’s session was a full one. It opened 
with Mass said in the chapel of the Colegio de 
Belen, headquarters for the conference. Breakfast, 
luncheon and dinner were served at the Colegio for 
the delegates. Benediction of the Blessed Sacra- 
ment in the Colegio’s chapel was a fitting climax 
to a day’s proceedings. 

No visitors could have been more royally feted 
than the women delegates to the conference. Each 
afternoon, except Wednesday, when all of the 
delegates spent a day in recreation at Varadero 
Beach, there was a tea to which the women dele- 
gates were invited. An opportunity for women 
members of Catholic Action to become better ac- 
quainted was afforded in a luncheon given by 
Senora Lily Hidalgo de Conill, past president of 
Cuban women’s Catholic Action. In addition, 
the U. S. Ambassador to Cuba and his wife, Mrs. 
EF. S. Robert Butler, were hosts at a reception given 
in honor of Cardinal Spellman. 

At a tea on Thursday afternoon, Mrs. Lucas, as 
president of N.C.C.W., brought the greetings of 
the Catholic women of the United States to the 
Catholic women of Cuba. On Friday afternoon, 
she addressed a Catholic women’s group in 
Havana. 

At the final closing session, Mrs. Lucas served 
as one of three honorary presiding officers and was 
chosen to express the appreciation of the English- 
speaking groups to Cuban Catholic Action for 
their many hospitalities. Mrs. Lucas expressed the 
sentiments, it would be safe to say, not only of 
the English-speaking but of all delegates present 
when she said, ““We have profited from this week 
by getting to know the members of Catholic Ac- 
tion in other countries better; we have gained in- 
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spiration from our discussions with them; and we 
are taking away a sense of stronger unity and a 
desire for greater accomplishments in the work of 
Catholic Action.” 

Certainly Cuban Catholic Action accomplished 
the impossible, for on the first working day’s ses- 
sion, it provided loud speakers, translators, English 
texts, as well as Spanish, of the questions and reso- 
lutions under consideration. 

Mrs. Mannix, speaking as vice president of the 
I.U.C.W.L. for the Western Hemisphere at the 
tea on Thursday afternoon, reminded the women 
present that Catholics should have a universal in- 
terest in every human being in the world. “If 
anyone is cold and hungry, we should be cold and 
hungry too. We must give them our love and 
inspiration. Further, we must spread God’s love, 
God’s truth, to all people who haven’t it. There is 
no better way we Catholic women can do this than 
through being interested in the International Un- 
ion of Catholic Women’s Leagues.” 

At this tea on Thursday, there was a display of 
altar linens and vestments made by the Catholic 
women of Cuba from lace curtains, linens, and 


brocades which were donated for this purpose. 

A further honor which came to the N.C.C.W. 
delegation was that at the first meeting of the 
Study Commissions, into which each day’s session 
resolved itself for discussion, the writer was elected 
secretary of Commission IV. 

A highlight of the week’s session for the women 
delegates was a Missa Recitata celebrated by the 
Papal Nuncio on Saturday in the offices of Cuban 
women’s Catholic Action. Afterwards, breakfast 
was served, and the women delegates visited a 
clinic operated under the auspices of Cuban 
womien’s Catholic Action. The hostess was Mrs. 
R. Fernandez Morrell, president. 

Much interest was expressed by the women pres- 
ent in closer inter-American collaboration among 
women’s Catholic Action groups. Two proposals 
were referred to the Inter-American Catholic 
Action Secretariat for further study: (1) That the 
Inter-American Catholic Action Weeks schedule 
special sessions for men’s, women’s, young men’s 
and young women’s Catholic Action. (2) That 
there be an Inter-American Week of Women’s 
Catholic Action. 


BROOKLYN D.C.C.W. MEETS IN ANNUAL CONVENTION 


REQUEST that President Truman inter- 
cede in behalf of the imprisoned Cardinal 
Mindszenty of Hungary was issued by the 
Brooklyn D.C.C.W. in behalf of 250,000 Catholic 
women of the Diocese of Brooklyn, at its annual 
convention held January 29. Citing the treaty of 
peace and amity between the United States and the 
Hungarian Government in 1946 in which the 
rights of man were acknowledged on the same 
basis as in the understanding of American guaran- 
tees, the D.C.C.W. requested President Truman to 
make the proper diplomatic representations to the 
Hungarian regime in behalf of Cardinal Mind- 
szenty and to take the needed steps to bring the 
question of the interpretation of these clauses of 
the treaty and the rights and duties arising under 
them before the Court of International Justice of 
the United Nations. 
Following a panel on Federal Aid to Education 
with Mrs. Raymond A. Fuhrer as moderator and 
Mrs. Nolan Harrigan, Mrs. Alfred Cook, Mrs. 


Frank Sellinger, Jr., and-Mrs. Joseph Moosbrugger 
participating, the Council also went on record as 
approving Federal Aid to Education provided that 
such aid be extended to parochial and other non- 
public schools as well as to public schools. 

At the luncheon-meeting, attended by nearly 
1,500 women, Rev. James Keller, M.M., founder 
of the Christopher movement, was the principal 
speaker. Mrs. Henry Mannix, vice-president for 
the Western Hemisphere of the International 
Union of Catholic Women’s Leagues, and Miss 
Catherine Schaefer, assistant to the General Secre- 
tary, N.C.W.C., for UN Affairs and consultant 
to the N.C.C.W. Committee on International 
Relations, also addressed the convention. Most 
Rev. Raymond A. Kearney, Auxiliary Bishop of 
Brooklyn, and Rt. Rev. Msgr. J. Jerome Reddy, 
moderator of the Council, were honored guests, 
His Excellency giving the closing address. Mrs. 
Albert R. Spillman, president, and all other officers 
for 1948 were reelected for the coming year. 


CHRISTMAS AT ELLIS ISLAND—1948 


NV on D you believe that men and women 
\ seeking refuge in the United States after, 

possibly, long years of suffering under 
Europe’s chaotic conditions, and finding them- 
selves at last at the doorway of America—Ellis 
Island—would fail to answer when the names of 
those being admitted were called? This happened, 
and more than once, on Christmas day. Some did 
not hear their names, others purposely did not re- 


March, 1949 


1 nage aneriaeieas tera 


spond, and the guards had to go down the aisles to 
single out the ones being called. For a party was in 
progress, and for a time at least the memory of 
former sufferings and hardships was forgotten. 
This story comes to us in a letter of appreciation 
from Mr. Thomas F. Mulholland, director of the 
New York office of the N.C.W.C. Bureau of Im- 
migration, for the part N.C.C.W. affiliates plaved 
in making the 1948 Christmas party at Ellis Island 
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so successful. Responding to the appeal in the 
Monthly Message to Affiliated Organizations, 31 
women’s groups and individuals sent gifts, and 
money contributions totaled $397.05. The work- 
ers at Ellis Island noticed that while fewer gifts 
were sent this year than last there was a great deal 
more money and the gifts were of a much better 
quality. 

Mr. Mulholland’s letter tells that the reception 
hall, auditorium, dining room, detention rooms 
and hospital at Ellis Island were decorated with 
Christmas trees, wreaths and holly. The entertain- 
ment for the benefit of the detained was held in 
the large auditorium. A beautiful Christmas tree, 
gaily trimmed and ablaze with lights, stood in the 
front of the room, and under it were the presents 
to be given to the children. In another part of the 
room, tapestry bags filled with gifts for the men 
and women were heaped upon tables to be given 
out after the entertainment, which consisted of 


operatic selections, instrumental music, foreign 
folk dances and Christmas carols. 

There were about 400 detainees in attendance, 
including 150 passengers awaiting release, 50 chil- 
dren, and almost 200 seamen, stowaways and war- 
rant cases. Among the last mentioned, were 85 
Estonians who had escaped the Communistic re- 
gime abroad and who had landed at Boston in small 
boats, being later transferred to Ellis Island. Some 
displaced persons who had arrived on the SS Marine 
Marlin, December 24, were also among the group. 

It was a day of joy for all, and in transmitting 
Mr. Mulholland’s letter, Mr. Bruce Mohler, 
N.C.W.C. Immigration Bureau director, wrote: 
“To Mr. Mulholland’s message of gratitude may 
we also add our sincere hiss for the generous 
response from N.C.C.W. affiliates whose coopera- 
tion so definitely guaranteed the succees of the 
Christmas festivities at Ellis Island.” 


CATHOLIC WOMEN IN THE NEWS 


® Mrs. A. S. Lucas, N.C.C.W. president, will 
address the 17th annual convention of the Na- 
tional Catholic Conference on Family Life to be 
held in San Francisco, March 7-9, on “Patterns for 
Mothers.” Other-women active in N.C.C.W. work 
who will participate in the program are: Miss 
Emma Von Hatten, national director, Province of 
San Francisco; Mrs. E. P. Carville and Miss Floren- 
tine Schage, past national directors, Province of 
San Francisco; Miss Estella Mann, president, Na- 
tional Council of Catholic Nurses; Mrs. Robert A. 
Angelo, national chairman, N.C.C.W. Commit- 
tee on Family and Parent Education; Miss Eileen 
Egan, consultant, N.C.C.W. Committee on War 
Relief; Mrs. John J. Ryan, president, San Fran- 
cisco A.C.C.W.; Mrs. Joseph M. Althoff, chair- 
man, Committee on Family and Parent Education, 
Detroit A.C.C.W.; Mrs. Joseph McCarthy, chair- 
man, Committee on Catholic Parent-Teacher 
“ar eee San Francisco A.C.C.W.; and Mrs. 
F. M. Erickson, Jr., chairman, Committee on In- 
ter-American Relations, San Francisco Archdioc- 
Council of Ca Women. 


EAT +} lic 
esan CNOHC 


® Mrs. Henry Mannix, past N.C.C.W. president, 
is one of twelve men and women named by Presi- 
dent Truman to serve as incorporators of the 
recently reestablished United Service Organiza- 
tions, of which the National Catholic Community 
Service is a member agency. Mrs. Mannix brings 
to the position experience in Civic activities on 
the community and national level, particularly in 
such service as member of the Board, American 
Red Cross, Brooklyn, New York; chairman, 
Brooklyn Women’s Division, USO Drive, 1946 
member of the Boards of the American Cancer 
Society and the National Foundation for Infantile 
Paralysis; and member of the National Commis- 
sion, Children and Youth, and of the Advisory 
Committee of the Retraining and Reemployment 
Administration, U. §. Department of Labor. 
® Recent visitors to N.C.C.W. headquarters in- 
cluded Mrs. Albert R. Spillman, president of the 
Brooklyn D.C.C.W.; Mrs. Roderick Chisholm, 
president of the Marquette Diocesan Council; 
Mrs. Hackett, chairman, Movie Censorship Com- 
mittee, Kansas City, Missouri, D.C.C.W. 
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MERCY KILLING 


OLLOWING press reports that the Eutha- 
nasia Society of America intended to petition 
the 1949 New York state legislature to legalize 
voluntary euthanasia, Emmet A. Blaes, president 
of N.C.C.M., on January 13 addressed a letter of 
protest to the Honorable Thomas E. Dewey, Gov- 
ernor of New York. 
Pointing out that he was speaking for hundreds 
of organizations of Catholic laymen affiliated with 
N.C.C.M., Mr. Blaes said: 


Euthanasia is suicide. Euthanasia is murder. Both 
are crimes against the individual and against society. They 
violate the fundamental laws which govern man’s nature. 
They transgress the moral code which was instilled in 
man’s nature by God Himself. While it is true that 
under certain well known circumstances the natural law 
and Christian ethics permit the sacrifice of life for higher 
good ends, and the taking of life by rightful authority 
for the purpose of punitive justice—in any other con- 
ceivable circumstance, no individual receives from God 
the right to end his own or another’s life. Nor has the 
public authority the right to permit the taking of the life 
of an innocent person. 

of Euthanasia advocate. 


Yet that is what the proponents 


Readily acknowledging that only a man with 
a heart of stone is not torn to the depths of his soul 
by the pain and suffering of those apparently in- 
curable, the letter indicates the place suffering has 
in human life: 

Suffering for the members of the Euthanasia Society 
is unbearable because they overlook, or deny, one of the 
basic truths of divine revelation, namely, that human 
suffering has its place in the divine plan, and that all the 
events of life on earth must be judged in the light of 
eternal life. 

If the sponsors of the petition are successful, 
what is to prevent them from taking a further step 
and advocating compulsory euthanasia, the Gov- 
ernor is asked by Mr. Blaes, who points out that 
in their own pamphlet entitled “Merciful Release” 
the Euthanasia Society of America gives compul- 
sory euthanasia as an ultimate objective. 

Finally the letter reminds Mr. Dewey that the 
responsibility of decision would be on the physi- 
cian, who would then be always looked on askance 
by his patients, and that diseases called incurable a 
few years ago are no longer listed in that category. 


CARDINAL MINDSZENTY 


N A message to the 3,000 local, diocesan and 
national organizations of Catholic men afhli- 
ated with the National Council of Catholic 

Men, Emmet A. Blaes, president, called upon the 
membership of such organizations to take suc) 
action as might be necessary to register their atti- 
tude in the Cardinal Mindszenty case with mem- 
bers of Congress and with the representatives of 
the Hungarian Government in Washington. 

The text of the message follows: 

The civilized world has been shocked by the travesty 
on justice perpetrated by the Communist government of 
Hungary in arresting His Eminence, Josef Cardinal 
Mindszenty, Archbishop of Esztergom and Primate of 
Hungary. 

No honest person can believe the false charges of trea- 
son and espionage which have been made against him. 

Cardinal Mindszenty is well known throughout the 
world as a truly patriotic, Christian citizen of his country 
and he is deserving of honor as such. His heroic record 

under Nazi occupation attests his fearless championship 


March, 1949 


of the human rights of the Hungarian people—Protest- 
ant, Jewish and Catholic. 

Our concern with the treatment meted out to him 
stems not solely from the fact that Cardinal Mindszenty 
is a priest and a high prelate of the Catholic Church, but 
principally because he is a human being and a symbol of 
the many millions of our fellow men whose inherent 
rights have been violated by totalitarian governments. We 
feel compelled to speak out at so flagrant a desecration 
of rights we hold as precious as life itself. 

Consequently, as president of the National Council of 
Catholic Men, I hereby call upon the presidents and chief 
officers of all organizations of Catholic men in the United 
States to consult their respective Spiritual Directors and 
take such action as may be deemed suitable to register in 
the minds of our fellow citizens, and particularly in the 
minds of our representatives in our Federal Government, 
and as well with the representative of the Hungarian 
Government in Washington, D. C., the abhorrence we 
bear towards such violations of the inherent rights of 
men; and how we fear that such tyrannical acts will fur- 
ther shatter the confidence of one national government 
towards another and further rock the peaceful founda- 
tions of the world. 
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INTER-AMERICAN CATHOLIC ACTION 


Emmet A. Blaes, president, and James S. 
Mitchell, executive secretary of N.C.C.M., at- 
tended the Inter-American Catholic Action Week 
in Havana, Cuba, February 6 to 13. Nineteen 
countries from North and South America were 
represented. The delegation from the United 
States included two members of the Hierarchy, 
three from the clergy, three laymen and three 
laywomen, headed by Cardinal Spellman of New 
York. (See fuller story on page 8.) 


ACTION SERIES 


The first four publications in the N.C.C.M. 
Action Series have been received and are available 
from headquarters. They describe the National 
Council of Catholic Men and the organizational 
set-up and program recommended by it. The 
titles are “Catholic Men in Action’; “The Parish 
Council in Action”; “The Deanery Council in 
Action’”’; and ““The Diocesan Council in Action.” 
Single pamphlets are priced at 25 cents. Sets of 
four costs $1. Special prices in quantities of 25 
or more, either individual titles or sets are quoted. 





RADIO SCHEDULE—March, 1949 


THE CATHOLIC HOUR 
NBC Network, 6:00-6:30 P. M., EST 
SUNDAYS 
Rt. Rev. Mscr. FULTON J. SHEEN 
General Subject: “The Love That Waits for You” 
Titles for Monsignor Sheen’s addresses from March 6 
through April 17, will be announced later. 


Music on the Catholic Hour is presented by out- 
standing church and seminary choirs. 


THE HOUR OF FAITH 
ABC Network, 11:30 A. M.-12:00 Noon, EST 
SUNDAYS 
Rev. JOHN E. MuLpoon 
Syracuse, N. Y. 
Music on the Hour of Faith is provided by a Male 
Ouartette under the direction of Paul Creston. 


FAITH IN OUR TIME 
MBS Network, 10:15-10:30 A. M., EST 
THURSDAYS 
Rev. VINCENT J. McCauLey, C.S.C. 
Superior, Holy Cross Foretrgn Mission Seminary 
General Subject: “Forge Chains of Freedom” 
March 3—My Mother’s Request 
March 10—Repairing the Broken Link 
March 17—A Chain of Circumstances 
March 24—Binding and Loosing 
March 31—At Heavy Cost 
Music on the program is provided by baritone soloist 
and organist. 
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IN THE NAME OF THE CHARITY 
OF CHRIST 


(Continued from page 5) 


Bishops’ campaign through the medium of self- 
sacrifice during the Lenten season. Last year they 
raised the magnificent sum of $400,000 in pen- 
nies, nickels and dimes and have pledged them- 
selves to double that amount this year. 


The Bishops’ collection might be likened to a 
local community chest drive, inasmuch as it 
affords Catholics throughout the United States the 
opportunity to participate, through a single con- 
tribution, in giving aid to various deserving Cath- 
olic agencies throughout the world. In this connec- 
tion it is worthy of note that less than 2 per cent of 
the total amount raised is used for administrative 
purposes, a remarkably low figure when compared 
with the expenses usually incurred in conducting 
other fund-raising campaigns! 

That the work of War Relief Services- 
N.C.W.C. is truly appreciated by our unfortunate 
brothers abroad is evidenced in the many messages 
of gratitude from members of the Hierarchy and 
laity in those unhappy lands. 


These messages from a grateful people all con- 
tain a fervent appeal that the work of War Relief 
Services-N.C.W.C. will continue unabated. 


The answer to their appeal will depend upon 
the liberality of the Catholics in America to the 
Bishops’ Fund for Victims of War. 


HEMISPHERIC CATHOLIC ACTION 
MEETS AT HAVANA 


(Continued from page 8) 


and the Youth Department of N.C.W.C. The So- 
cial Action Department and the Inter-American 
Bureau of N.C.W.C. also participated in the meet- 
ing. Further indication of the importance of the 
meeting to North Americans was not only the 
presence of the Cardinal Archbishop of New York 
and the Bishop of Buffalo, but also the attendance 
of the General Secretary of the National Catholic 
Welfare Conference. The entire delegation came 
away from the meeting with an increased knowl- 
edge of hemisphere problems and Catholic life in 
all the countries and with a renewed dedication to 
the Catholic Action apostolate. It often has been 
said that the hope of the Church lies in the Ameri- 
cas. If that is so, then the collaboration of Catholic 
Action groups in the inter-American meeting at 
La Habana is a marked step forward in the attempt 
to realize that hope. 


CATHOLIC ACTION 








DOCUMENTS 


on 


CARDINAL MINDSZENTY 


The Apostolic Exhortation of 
His Holiness Pope Pius XII given 
at Vatican City, February 12, 
1949, calling for world-wide 
prayer and expiation for "the 
criminal impiety that contami- 
nates our times.’ 


HE conflict between the good 

and the wicked, in whose ever 
tangled strands of human actions and 
motives history is woven, has seldom, 
if ever, been so acute as it is today. 

While, on the one hand, no matter 
where We look out upon the world 
from this Vatican citadel, We are 
filled with admiration and joy at the 
sight of the good people resplendent 
with those virtues, which, particularly 
in the glorious fortitude of martyrs, 
recall the early ages of Christianity: 
yet, on the other, We are overcome 
by grief and anguish as We perceive 
the iniquity of the unrighteous reach 
a degree of impiety that is incredible 
and without parallel. | Venerable 
Brethren, We shudder at the mere 
mention of this wickedness, but the 
duty of the Apostolic Office compels 
Us to speak. 

That proud neglect and disdain of 
Divine things which was man’s original 
crime when he ignored God’s com- 
mand, is the most pernicious source of 
all evils and at the present time is 
insidiously spreading its ravages almost 
all over the world like a virulent 
disease; it is producing evils without 
number, especially in those countries 
where a conspiracy has been formed 
“against the Lord and against His 
Christ” (Ps. II, 2). It deprives man 
of God and thereby robs him of his 
spiritual dignity, makes him the 
ignoble tool of materialism and utterly 
destroys all traces of virtue, love, hope, 
and beauty of soul within him. We 
speak of atheism or, rather, hatred of 
God. 

With supreme insolence, the enemies 
of the name of God avail themselves 
of every kind of help and advantage, 
books, periodicals, the press, the radio, 
organizations, public meetings, and 
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private interviews, education and cul- 
ture, all are at their service to spread 
ridicule of sacred things. “The smoke 
of the pit arose as the smoke of a great 
furnace; and the sun and the air were 
darkened with the smoke of the pit.” 
(Apoc. IX, 2 

Let nothing give more concern to 
you, to the priests and people com- 
mitted to your care than battling to 
defend the name of God, which the 
angels revere trembling with awe, 
raise aloft the standard of St. Michael 
the Archangel and, renewing the cry, 
“Who is like to God?” oppose to the 
blasphemers of the Divine Majesty your 
energetic purpose to proclaim, to love 
and to preach His Name. 

Those who cast scorn on the name 
of God, not only are guilty of an 
heinous crime, since “hatred of God 
is especially a sin againse the Holy 
Spirit” (St. Thomas, Summa Theol. 
2-2 Q. XXXIV, Art. 2 AD 1) and 
brings down upon them the severest 
punishments, but obviously prove 
themselves utterly ungrateful. For 
what is more necessary and salutary 
than to adore and worship God? From 
Him we receive both our soul and 
body, our strength and gifts of mind; 
the light of the sun, the air, the pro- 
duce of the earth, our food, the joys 
of life, and what is more important, 
divine grace, spiritual helps, truth and 
salvation are from Him. Everything 
good we have is His gift. 


“O how good and sweet is thy spirit, 


O Lord, in all things!” (Wisdom 
XII, 1). But thou, our God, art 
gracious and true, patient, not far 
from each of us: “For in Him we live 
and move and are.” (Acts XVII, 
28). He is most wise and merciful, 
at one time delighting us with His 
consolations, at another correcting us 
by His punishments. But we are 
treated justly, when He punishes us, 
for “we receive the due reward of our 
deeds;” (Luke XXIII, 41) and even 
suffering, through God’s providence, 
becomes a training school of virtue 
and yields a harvest of eternal hap- 
piness. Prosperity or adversity mean 
little to him who has God as his in- 
heritance and possession; and nothing 


is to be considered lost, if God is not 
lost. 

There is, moreover, another benefit 
which love of God brings to men, 
while, on the other hand, rejection of 
God brings about disaster. Who does 
not fear and abhor strifes and civil 
discords, and wars which in the fu- 
ture with new weapons will cause im- 
mense destruction? That such disas- 
ter be warded off We welcome with 
approval the steps that have been taken 
to unite States together in ever closer 
alliances. 

But this will be a faltering attempt 
founded on quicksand, uniess there 
prevails everywhere a strong sense of 
the brotherhood of men, which ren- 
ders mutual contracts sacred and 
secure, strengthens pacts and welds 
communities together. Experience 
clearly teaches that men do not look 
upon one another as brothers unless 
they recognize that they are all sons 
of the same Father. Without rever- 
ance for the Supreme Lawgiver and 
Divine Judge, right and wrong are 
mere words; the moral law collapses; 
if there is no sanction to be feared, 
iniquity in its greed goes to all ex- 
tremes in deeds of daring and ar- 
rogance; men like wild beasts engage 
in mutual slaughter and their one joy 
is the base pleasure they take in prac- 
ticing these cruelties. Now it is to 
our advantage to serve God. Let us 
worship with the greatest earnestness 
and care God’s loving presence in the 
sanctuary of a pure conscience; for 
the way to grow in virtue and perfec- 
tion is to withdraw ourselves from 
exterior things and turn to things in- 
terior and thence raise our minds to 
dwell on heavenly truths. 

Let the memory be filled with His 
most sweet presence; let the intellect 
be enlightened, the soul rejoiced and 
the will strengthened to act with 
purity, energy and piety: “For to know 
Thee (ie. God) is perfect justice.” 
(Wisdom XV, 3). All who have 
erred from the path of justice are to 
be aroused by prayers, by word and 
deed but especially by the example of 
a life in which the reflection of the 
fatherly goodness of God shines forth, 
that they may expiate and atone for 
their faults. Let sinners turn their 
thoughts back to the most merciful 
Father “who calls home His prodigal 
son and gladly welcomes him when 
through want he is brought to repent- 
ance, sacrifices the fatted calf, and 
crowns His joy with feasting. Why 
not? He has found the son He had 
lost; the son He has regained He 
esteems all the more. Whom are we 
to understand by that Father? God, 
of course: none so fatherly, none so 
loyal as He.” (Tertullian, De Poenit. 
8, M.L. 1, 1353). Whoever is strong 
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in faith and rich in the treasures of a 
religious life, should share these goods, 
as far as possible, with others. 

If we wish to promote still further 
this religious fervor and prepare pro- 
tection and a remedy for the criminal 
impiety that contaminates our times 
on the part of those who revile God, 
we have most efficacious means at our 
disposal. 

Is there anything that prayer can- 
not accomplish? What cannot the 
confident prayer of an innocent or 
repentant soul obtain when it is said 
in the name of Christ and is accom- 
panied with good works? 

“Prayer is the wall of faith, our 
shield and weapon against the enemy 
who studies us from all sides” (Ter- 
tullian, De Oratione XXIX, M.L. 1, 
1304) but all religious worship and 
cult yields pride of place to the ~ u- 
charistic Sacrifice, which continues in 
an unbloody manner the immolation 
of Christ in a bloody manner on the 
gibbet of the Cross and applies its 
abundant saving fruits to men. 

The Heavenly and Eternal Father is 
honored, is rendered propitious, is ap- 
peased by the Precious Blood of the 
Spotless Lamb, Whose voice is more 
efhcacious than the voice of the inno- 
cent blood of Abel, and of all the just 
because it has infinite dignity and 
value; this blood He assumed from one 
of us, it is offered for us by the Son 
of God Himself, the Author of our 
peace and reconciliation, the ever tire- 
less Giver of every heavenly gift. 

“When through sin we provoke the 
vengeance of the Judge, may we be 
protected by the presence of the Blood 
speaking for us; then let the host of 
oncoming evil retreat.” (Hymn in 
the First Vespers of the Feast of the 
Most Precious Blood of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ.) The same sacrifice which 
is “truly propitious” “for sin, atone- 
ment, satisfaction and other necessi- 
ties.’ (Council of Trent Sees. XXII, 
Cap. 3.) 

If atheism and hatred of God, 
which contaminates our times and 
merits a truly fearful punishment, is 
a grievous sin, we can, in the fount of 
Christ’s Blood, which the chalice of 
the New Testament contains, wash 
away the abominable crime, efface its 
consequences, implore pardon for the 
guilty and furthermore provide a 
splendid triumph for the Church. 

After mature thought and deliber- 
ation We have decided to permit and 
exhort you and all priests to celebrate 
for Our intention on Passion Sunday 
of this year a second Mass which will 
be the Votive Mass for the Remission 
of Sins, unless this Mass must be said 
for the intention of the Bishop or the 
people. 
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Those who for any reason do not 
use this privilege shall say the Mass of 
the Sunday and at least earnestly com- 
mend Our intention to God during the 
Eucharistic Sacrifice. 

Since the faithful, in keeping with 
their reciprocal ties as members of the 
Mystical Body of Christ, should always 
share the sorrows and joys of the 
Church, let them be invited by you to 
the altars on that Sunday in as great 
number as possible, and as they pon- 
der over the gravity and the impor- 
tance of the hour let them pray and 
beseech God with greater fervor, and 
let them all receive Holy Communion. 

We have no doubt that you will all 
comply with Our wishes with the 
greatest zeal and devotion imploring 
God with united prayers that evils 
may be removed, and that the breath 
of divine charity may renew all things 
in Christ and thus happily realize the 
universal desire for peace. Finally, 
filled with confidence that Our desires 
will be fully realized, to you and to the 
beloved priests and faithful confided 
to your vigilant care who in keeping 
with the duty We have explained will 
prove their love for their brethren, 
We impart the Apostolic Benediction 
as a pledge of Divine grace. 


The Allocution of His Holiness 
Pope Pius XII to the Secret Con- 
sistory of the College of Cardi- 
nals, held February 14, 1949, in 
connection with the trial and 
imprisonment of His Eminence 
Josef Cardinal Mindszenty. 


ENERABLE Brethren! We have 

convoked this extraordinary Con- 
sistory today in order to unfold to you 
Our soul, which is crushed with most 
bitter grief. You will readily under- 
stand the reason of this sorrow: It con- 
cerns a most serious outrage which 
inflicts a deep wound not only on your 
distinguished College and on the 
Church, but also on every upholder of 
the dignity and liberty of man. As 
soon as ever We knew that Our be- 
loved son Josef Mindszenty, Cardinal 
of the Holy Roman Church, Arch- 
bishop of Esztergom, was cast into 
prison in bold defiance of the reverence 
due to religion, We sent a loving mes- 
sage to the Hungarian Hierarchy in 
which We publicly and solemnly pro- 
tested, as Our duty demanded, against 
the injury done to the Church. 


At present, when things have come 
to such a pass that this most worthy 
prelate has been reduced to supreme 
indignity and condemned like a crimi- 





nal to life imprisonment, We cannot 
but repeat this solemn protest in your 
presence. We are prompted to do this 
primarily on behalf of the sacred 
rights of religion which this valiant 
prelate tirelessly propounded and de- 
fended so strenuously and courageously. 
Besides, unanimous consensus of free 
peoples, expressed in speech and writ- 
ings even by leaders of nations and by 
those who do not belong to the Catho- 
lic Church, has been given the fullest 
light of publicity. 

But, as you are aware, the full light 
of publicity did not shine over the 
trial of this prelate, who deserved so 
well of all, in defending the religion 
of his ancestors and in the restoration 
of Christian morals. In fact, from the 
beginning the news that arrived caused 
alarm. People outside Hungary who 
asked permission to be present at the 
trial were refused permission if they 
seemed likely to judge impartially or 
to give a sincere report. This led them 
to believe, and all upright and honest 
men as well, that those who were con- 
ducting the trial in Budapest seemed 
to be afraid to allow all to see what 
was taking place. 

Justice, which is worthy of the 
name, does not begin with prejudices 
and is not based on a decision previ- 
ously taken, but it gladly admits of 
free discussion and gives cveryone due 
facility for thinking, believing and 
speaking. 

But although the facts have not 
been reliably made known, or reported 
clearly and completely, We cannot 
omit mentioning the judgment which 
all civilized people have passed on this 
trial, referring particularly to the 
speed with which it was conducted, 
thus suggesting a ready reason for sus- 
picion; to the accusations captiously 
and deceitfully contrived; and to the 
physical condition of the Cardinal, 
which is indeed inexplicable except 
as a result of secret influences which 
may not be publicly revealed; to prove 
this, there is the fact that a man en- 
dowed with the full vigor of a force- 
ful nature, suddenly appeared so weak 
and mentally unbalanced that his man- 
ner of acting would seem to be an 
indictment not of himself but of those 
who condemned him. 

In all this matter one thing alone 
stands out clearly: The principal ob- 
ject of the trial was to disrupt the 
Catholic Church in Hungary and pre- 
cisely for the purpose set forth in 
Sacred Scripture: “I will smite the 
shepherd, and the sheep of the flock 
will be scattered.” (Matt. 26, 31.) 


While with sorrow in Our heart We 
deplore this very sad event and en- 
trust it in a sense to public opinion 


CATHOLIC ACTION 





and the tribunal of history for final 
judgment, We are doing what the out- 
raged rights of the Church and the 
dignity of a human person clearly 
demand. 


We deem it especially Our duty to 
brand as completely false the assertion 
made in the course of the trial that the 
whole question at issue was that this 
Apostolic See, in furtherance of a plan 
for political domination of nations, 
gave instructions to oppose the Repub- 
lic of Hungary and its rulers: Thus all 
responsibility would fall on the same 
Apostolic See. 

Everybody knows that the Catholic 
Church does not act through worldly 
motives, and that she accepts any and 
every form of civil government pro- 
vided it be not inconsistent with 
Divine and human rights. But when 
it does contradict these rights, Bishops 
and the faithful themselves are bound 
by their own consciences to resist 
unjust laws. 


In the midst of this grievous an- 
guish, however, Venerable Brethren, 
the ‘Father of Mercies” (II Cor. 1, 3) 
has not left Us without consolations 
from above which have served to miti- 
gate Our Sorrow. It is consoling above 
all to witness the tenacious faith of the 
Catholics of Hungary who are doing 
all they can, though faced with seri- 
ous obstacles and difficulties, to defend 
their age-old religion and to keep alive 
and fresh the glorious tradition of their 
ancestors. Solace comes to Us from the 
unflinching confidence We cherish in 
Our paternal heart that the Hungarian 
episcopate, acting always in complete 
harmony of principle and practice, will 
labor with every resource at their com- 
mand to strengthen the unity of the 
faithful and buoy them up with that 
hope which can neither be extinguished 
nor dimmed by sad or unjust happen- 
ings of this life, because it has its 
source in heaven and is fed by a grace 
divine. 

From you, Venerable Brethren, sim- 
ilar heavenly solace has come to Us. 
For We have seen you gathered close 
about Us in this crisis, to share Our 
sorrow and unite your prayers to Ours. 
We have been heartened likewise by 
the other Cardinals, Archbishops and 
Bishops of the whole Catholic world, 
who along with their clergy and peo- 

have expressed by fervid letters 
and telegrams their reprobation for the 
outrage offered to the Church, and 
promised Us their public and private 
prayers. 


We earnestly desire that these pray- 
ers should continue to rise before the 
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Throne of God. For as often as the 
Church is tossed by such tempests as 
cannot be quelled by human means, 
one must appeal with confidence to the 
Divine Redeemer, Who alone can calm 
the swelling waves and restore them to 
peace and tranquility. Through the 
most powerful intercession of the Vir- 
gin Mother of God, let us all pray God 
fervently that those who suffer per- 
secution, imprisonment and hardship, 
may be consoled with the necessary 
help of Divine Grace and fortified 
with the strength of Christian virtue; 
that those who rashly dare to trample 
upon the liberty of the Church and the 
rights of human conscience, may at 
length understand that no civil society 
can endure when religion has been 
suppressed and God, as it were, driven 
into exile. It is only the sacred prin- 
ciples of religion that can moderate 
within the limits of reason the duties 
and rights of citizens, can consolidate 
the foundations of the State, and make 
men’s lives conform to the salutary 
norms of morality, restoring them to 
order and virtue. 


The word of the greatest Roman 
orator: ‘High priests, you defend the 
city more securely by religion than by 
its surrounding walls” (de nat. deor. 
Ill, 40), when applied to Christian 
precepts and faith is infinitely more 
true and certain. Let all those into 
whose hands public government has 
been entrusted recognize this truth; 
and let due liberty be everywhere re- 
stored to the Church that untram- 
meled she may be able to enlighten the 
minds of men with her salutary doc- 
trine, rightly instruct youth and lead 
them to virtue, restore to families 
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reir sacred character, and permeate 
with her influence the whole life of 
men. Civil society has nothing at all 
to fear from this activity but rather 
will reap the greatest advantages. It 
is, then, Venerable Brethren, that so- 
cial questions will be solved with jus- 
tice and equity; the conditions of the 
poor will be ameliorated, as is but just, 
ind they will be restored to a state be- 
fitting the dignity of man; finally 
liscord will be appeased, fraternal 
charity will bring peace to men’s minds 
ind better days, as We fondly hope and 
humbly pray, will happily ensue for all 
peoples and races. 

These are the words We wished to 
speak in this illustrious assembly to 
you who are so closely associated with 
Us in the government of the Universal 
Church and assist Us with your zeal, 
your prudence and your wisdom. 


Leiter of The Most Rev. John 
T. McNicholas, O.P., Archbishop 
of Cincinnati, Chairman of the 
Administrative Board, N.C. 
W.C., to all members of the 
Hierarchy in the United States, 
suggesting that Sunday, Febru- 
ary 6, 1949, be set aside as a 
day of prayer and protest over 
the arrest and imprisonment of 
His Eminence Josef Cardinal 
Mindszenty. 


T HAS been suggested by Bishops, 
priests, and people that we set aside 
the same Sunday of prayer and protest, 
when the faithful of all our churches 
in all the dioceses of the United States 
will plead before the Eucharistic Christ 
the cause of Cardinal Mindszenty, and 
voice in unison their protest against 
the arrest and imprisonment of this 
intrepid Prince of the Church. 

Sunday, February 6, is proposed as 
this day of prayer and protest for the 
Cardinal. It will be known as “Cardi- 
nal Mindszenty Day—A Sunday of 
Prayer and Protest.” 

Many of our Bishops have already 
had a Day of Prayer on a diocesan 
basis. The Blessed Sacrament was ex- 
posed in these dioceses for some hours, 
and the faithful were urged to plead 
with the Eucharistic Christ for the lib- 
eration of a world hero—a defender 
of freedom of religion and of human 
rights. It is felt that Bishops, priests, 
religious and the faithful, united on 
the same Sunday in prayer and pro- 
test, will be a mighty challenge to the 
tyrants carrying on a world travesty 
of justice. 

Some Ordinaries will give directives 
about preaching on February 6, asking 
their priests to treat the dignity of 
the human person, contrasting Ameri- 
can freedom with the slavery of the 
present Hungarian government. 

The ever-increasing protests of our 
Bishops and of our parochial and di- 
ocesan groups against the infamous 
action of the political communistic 
clique now controlling Catholic Hun- 
gary according to Moscow directives, 
have written an inspiring page in the 
history of the Church in the cause of 
religious freedom. 

We Bishops are grateful for all the 
protests that have come from religious 
groups, not of our Catholic faith, from 
fraternal organizations, and from high 
governmental officials, against the 
criminal arrest and imprisonment of 
His Eminence, Cardinal Mindszenty. 

The public opinion of our country 
and the whole non-communistic world 
may not influence the despotic rulers 
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of Hungary. The trial of the Cardinal 
will be a travesty of justice. The po- 
litical court will do the bidding of 
the tyrannous rulers. We must be 
prepared to have the torturers and 
jailers of the Cardinal employ every 
inhuman means to break down the 
physical and mental powers of His 
Eminence before he appears in the 
trial. In vain will the Hungarian 
Government set up false fronts to de- 
ceive the world regarding the fantastic 
charges made against the Cardinal 
Primate of Hungary. The Hungarian 
people will not be deceived. They 
know the despotic treatment to which 
they are subjected. They are conscious 
of their utter inability at present to 
resist the brutal and degrading power 
of those who have seized the control 
of government under the aegis of the 
Soviets. 

In this tragic hour for the Hun- 
garian people and for the champion of 
religious freedom and human rights 
throughout the world, we can confi- 
dently continue to pray, in the lan- 
guage of our liturgy and of the Psalm- 
ist, that the adversity and error of the 
communistic government of Hungary 
may be destroyed, and that the Cardi- 
nal may be delivered from the power 
of his enemies who have taken ‘“‘coun- 
sel together against the Lord and 
against His anointed.” We shall plead, 
in the words of Holy Writ, that our 
prayers may “break the chains asun- 
der” and “cast away the bonds” of the 
enemies of religious worship and of the 
freedom of a noble Christian people. 

If Your Excellency approves of the 
proposed Day of Prayer for your dio- 
cese; may I ask that you make known 
to your priests and people your direc- 


tives as soon as possible. There is little 
time before February 6. This date has 
been chosen so that our prayers may 
ascend to God during the counterfeit 
trial of the Cardinal. 


Correlative Statement issued 
by Archbishop McNicholas 
from Washington, D. C., Feb- 
ruary 14, 1949, expressing pro- 
found sympathy for the 15 
Protestant Church leaders im- 
prisoned by the Communists in 
Bulgaria. 


HE whole Christian and religious 

world outside the sphere of Mos- 
cow-controlled governments will ex- 
tend its sympathy to the 15 Protestant 
Church leaders who are imprisoned in 
Bulgaria. 

These religious leaders will be tried 
according to the Moscow pattern. Such 
trials are iniquitous, shameful, and in- 
human. Trumped-up charges are made; 
alleged self-confessions of guilt are 
broadcast to the world by the reporters 
of courts that have no freedom of ac- 
tion. The sympathy of all normal 
men goes out to all Christians and re- 
ligious persons behind the Iron Curtain 
who are persecuted, degraded, and even 
liquidated unless they become slaves 
and tools of the perverted clique con- 
trolling the communistic government 
of Bulgaria. 

Likewise, the leaders of the Ortho- 
dox Church, as well as Catholic, Prot- 
estant, and Jewish leaders who do not 
submit to the enslavement of Moscow 


must expect infamous defamation, 
persecution, exile, slavery, hard labor, 
starvation, and death. 

No credence whatever can be given 
to the alleged confessions of the im- 
prisoned Protestant leaders in Bulgaria. 
The communist courts know how to 
torture and to administer drugs that 
break down the physical and mental 
powers of their victims. 

The persecution and suppression by 
communistic governments of all re- 
ligions exercising freedom is giving the 
world an object lesson of brutal, in- 
human regimes, that could not have 
been believed by civilized, normal, de- 
cent people before the Soviets usurped 
power. The communistic governments 
controlled by Moscow are showing 
themselves to be what they really are 
—iniquitous despots devoid of all sense 
of humanity and decency. They want 
to terrorize the leaders of religion so 
that they either become slaves of the 
communistic government or do not 
dare express themselves in the cause of 
religious freedom. These communistic 
rulers reject all religion. They will 
tolerate subservient religious leaders 
only so long as they serve their vile 
purpose. When they think the mo- 
ment has arrived to destroy every trace 
of religion in a country, they proceed 
with a frenzy and with a spirit of 
insanity. 

Americans of all faiths will not 
accept the reported self-confessions of 
guilt imputed to the Protestant min- 
isters in Bulgaria, any more than they 
accepted the self-acknowledged guilt 
of Cardinal Mindszenty and of those 
convicted with him in a “trial” that 
will ever be one of the blackest pages 
in the history of Hungary. 
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